
SLST 365 

Stalinism: Society and Culture 
 

Dr. Serhy Yekelchyk 

M & R 10:00-11:20 in CLE C108 

 
Office: Cle D245. Office hours: Thursday 9–9.50 a.m. and by appointment. Ph. 721-7505; serhy@uvic.ca 

 

This course is designed for students with no prior knowledge of Russian history and culture, who are interested 

in learning more about one of the most dramatic periods of Russian history, the age of Stalin. By examining 

texts, images, films, and music against the background of contemporary history, we will study the development 

of Russian society and culture from the 1930s to the mid-1950s. The course’s main objectives are to introduce 

you to the political, social, and cultural history of Stalinism as well as to further develop your analytical skills 

and appreciation of literature and the arts. Class formats will include lectures and sessions entirely or in part 

devoted to watching films, listening to music, and talking about works of literature. The attendance of all 

sessions is obligatory and will influence your final grade. Plagiarism and cheating in any form (as defined in the 

University Calendar) will result in a zero mark on an offending assignment. For more details, please see the 

“Policies” section after the course calendar. 

 

Books to Buy: 

Hiroaki Kuromiya, Stalin 

Alexander Solzhenitsyn, One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich (trans. by H. T. Willets) 
 

Please note that there will be a CourseSpaces site for this course created during the second week of classes. There I will post some 

primary sources for analysis (no more than 60 pages total for the entire course). 

 

Course Requirements: 

Attendance and Participation:          5% 

Midterm I (16 Oct; 90 min; multiple choice and some identification questions): 30% 

Midterm II (20 Nov; 90 min; same format)      30% 

Quiz (30 Nov; 50 min, most questions based on Stalin-era documents)  15% 

Book Report (Solzhenitsyn’s Ivan Denisovich, due 9 Nov):    20% 

 
Assignments submitted late will be subject to a late penalty of one grade “step” per day (for example, B+ will become B). Make-up 

exams and quizzes will only be given in exceptional cases of unavoidable absences supported by appropriate medical or other 

documentation.  

 

A+ 90-100 B- 70-72 

A 85-89 C+ 65-69 

A- 80-84 C 60-54 

B+ 77-79 D 50-59 

B 73-76 F 0-49 

 
To familiarize yourself with UVic’s grading guidelines, please consult the University Calendar. 

 

COURSE CALENDAR 

 

7 September Introduction to the Course. 

11 September Marxism and the Case of Imperial Russia [NB: The material of this lecture is not covered in Kuromiya] 

14 September Film TBA. 

18 September Film cont’d and discussion 

21 September Young Stalin [Kuromiya, 1-25] 

mailto:serhy@uvic.ca
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25 September The Russian Revolution. Documentary Clips (The Red Flag). Stalin during the Revolution and 

the Civil War [Kuromiya, 26-49] 

28 September The Soviet 1920s: Stalin’s Rise to Power [Kuromiya, 50-73] 

2 October Film (Stalin) 

5 October The Great Transformation [Kuromiya, 74-106] 

9 October NO CLASS (Thanksgiving) 

12 October Socialist Realism [NB: The material of this lecture is not covered in Kuromiya] 

16 October MIDTERM I 

19 October The Assassination of Kirov and the Great Terror. Show Trials [Kuromiya, 106-32] 

23 October Staging a Show Trial 

26 October Stalinist Patriotism and Culture. Film Clips (Eisenstein’s Ivan the Terrible) 

30 October The Soviet Union in World War II [Kuromiya, 133-68] 

1 November WWII cont’d 

6 November Music Day! Stalin and Shostakovich. The 7th Symphony. 

9 November Postwar Stalinism and the Early Cold War [Kuromiya, 169-91]. BOOK REPORT DUE 

13 November NO CLASS (Reading Break) 

16 November Stalin’s Death and Legacy. Khrushchev and Destalinization [Kuromiya, 191-211] 

20 November MIDTERM II 

23 November Interpreting the Voices of Stalin’s Citizens. Work with Electronic Sources. 

27 November Alexander Solzhenitsyn as a Chronicler of Stalinist Crimes. Stalinism and Contemporary Russia. 

30 November QUIZ. Conclusions and an Overview.  

 
Accessibility Statement 

Students with diverse learning styles and needs are welcome in this course. In particular, if you have a disability/health consideration 

that may require accommodation, please feel free to approach me and/or the Resource Centre for Students with a Disability (RCSD) as 

soon as possible. RCSD staff members are available by appointment to assess specific needs, provide referrals, and arrange 

appropriate accommodations. The sooner you let us know your needs the quicker we can assist you in achieving your learning goals in 

this course. 
 

Concessions and Documentation 

Students may ask for an academic concession, such as the rescheduling of a quiz or test or an extension for an assignment, contingent 

upon the provision of proper documentation detailing a personal or medical affliction or time conflict. Proper documentation means a 

physician’s note or a memo from Counseling Services, or a memo from a coach, employer, or faculty member. It must be dated before 

or close to the time of the missed work or classes. 
 

Withdrawals and Deferrals 

Students who miss substantial amounts of class and assignments without documentation will be asked to withdraw, or they will 

receive an ‘N’ at the end of the semester. Even if the reasons for failing to meet course requirements are valid, it is not academically 

sound to allow students missing significant amounts of work to continue in the course. Students are to familiarize themselves with the 

withdrawal dates in the current academic calendar. 
 

A Note on Academic Integrity and Plagiarism 

Actions such as plagiarism, multiple submissions, falsifying materials used in academic evaluations, cheating, or helping others to 

cheat violate University policies on academic integrity and are considered serious offences. You must inform yourself about the 

university regulations (see UVic Policy on Academic Integrity). 
 

Classroom Conduct 

Since the quality of the learning environment is paramount, every student has the right to learn, and your instructor has the duty to 

perform his or her teaching duties in a cooperative, distraction-free, and effective manner. Activities that could disrupt the learning 

environment for you and your instructor would include the non-academic use of electronic devices. Students are expected to turn off 

their cell phones, PDAs, and mp3 players during class.  
 

Add/Drop Deadlines  

It is the student’s responsibility to abide by ADD/DROP dates as published in the Calendar and the Undergraduate Registration Guide 

and Timetable. You will not be dropped automatically from a class that you do not attend.  
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